Issue 69 • Summer 2017 • FREE
Issue 78
–
Summer 2022
–
Digital Edition

In this issue …
• Whatever Happened To Edinburgh’s
Oyster Bars Chain?
• Brewing in North Berwick and Dunbar
• Your New Regional Director
• Latest real ale pub news
• Latest local brewery news

... and more!

edinburghcamra

www.edinburghcamra.org.uk

Full
Steam
Ahead
for the
Dreadnought!

@CAMRA_Edinburgh

PINTS of VIEW Summer 2022

Pints of View is the magazine of the Edinburgh
& South-East Scotland Branch of the Campaign
for Real Ale (CAMRA), an independent,
voluntary organisation campaigning for real ale,
community pubs and consumer rights.
www.edinburghcamra.org.uk
edinburghcamra
@CAMRA_Edinburgh

Editorial Board
Scott Telford (poveditor@edinburghcamra.org.uk)
Pat Hanson (advertising@edinburghcamra.org.uk)
Callum Bracher
Charlie Hughes

Editorial
After more than 150 years of brewing, it looks likely that
Edinburgh’s Caledonian Brewery will nally close for
good in the near future. On learning the news, CAMRA
put out national and local press releases condemning
Heineken UK’s decision and in particular its underpromotion of its real ale brands and its intention to
abandon Edinburgh’s last historic brewery only a few
miles from its South Gyle headquarters. We also held a
campaign meeting the Digger’s, and have been in contact
with Unite the Union ( ghting to save its members'
jobs) and with the Scottish Parliament All-Party Group
on Beer and Pubs. As of the time of writing, Deuchars
IPA is still being brewed at the Caley, so now would be a
good time to go and drink some!

Scott

Branch Membership Secretary
(role vacant)
Branch Secretary
Jim Darroch (secretary@edinburghcamra.org.uk)
Views expressed in Pints of View are not necessarily those of
the Edinburgh & South-East Scotland Branch of CAMRA, the
editor or the publishers. While every effort is made to ensure
the accuracy of the information contained in Pints of View, no
responsibility can be accepted for any errors or omissions.
Pints of View accepts advertising on condition that its inclusion
does not necessarily imply an endorsement or approval of
content. The editor reserves the right to edit contributions
sent for publication. All marks and copyright acknowledged.

Front cover: Roisin and Toby of the Dreadnought, Leith (courtesy of
the Dreadnought)

Advertising Rates
Our standard fees for advertisements are as follows:
•Full page: £285
•Half-page: £190
•Quarter-page: £115
•One-eighth page: £75
•Back cover: £POA
For digital-only issues the rates will be approx 10% of those
above. We normally also give a discount for multiple inserts in
a single publication.
All enquiries to advertising@edinburghcamra.org.uk

Trading Standards

Subscriptions

Contact the Citizens Advice consumer helpline if you need
help with a consumer problem.

This magazine is available by subscription at the following
rates:
• 4 issues – £8.00
• 6 issues – £12.00

The consumer helpline can:
•give you practical and impartial advice on how to resolve
your consumer problem
•tell you the law which applies to your situation
•pass information about complaints on to Trading Standards
(you can’t do this yourself)
Citizens Advice consumer helpline: 03454 04 05 06
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm.
For more information, see:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/consumer/
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We currently publish PoV twice a year. You can also read the
current and previous issues on our website.
Subscription requests with a cheque payable to “Edinburgh
CAMRA” should be sent to:
Pints of View Subscriptions
c/o Jon Addinall
22 Wadingburn Road
Lasswade
EH18 1HS

PINTS of VIEW Summer 2022

CAMRA
Calling
Branch News
Closure of the Caledonian Brewery
On 25th May, Heineken UK announced their intention to close
the historic “Caley” Brewery in Slateford Road, Edinburgh, due
to “economic unviability,” with the potential loss of 30 jobs. The
brewery, famous for its award-winning Deuchars IPA, has been
in existence for more than 150 years, having been established in
1869 by George Lorimer and Robert Clark, and is the last
major brewery in the city.
Heineken has reached an agreement with Greene King to brew
Deuchars IPA and Maltsmiths at the Belhaven brewery after the
closure, however the future of Edinburgh Castle 80/- is
uncertain.
Sadly, as of going to press, we have not heard of any interest
from other parties in purchasing the brewery as a going
concern.

Forthcoming Branch Events
All venues for branch events are in Edinburgh unless otherwise
noted.
Occasionally we may need to cancel or re-arrange events after
we go to press. Please check www.edinburghcamra.org.uk/diary
for the latest event information and updates.
Branch Social Meeting
2:30pm 16 July
Artisan Bar (upstairs), London Road
Joint Social with Tyneside & Northumberland
branch
23 July
Starting at the Monkey House Cidery, Ramparts Business
Park, Berwick upon Tweed
Tyneside will have a coach on the day and they have kindly
offered to take us from The Castle Hotel (by the station) at
12:30pm to the Monkey House and then back into the town
centre at no cost. The plan from Edinburgh is to catch the 10:31
from Waverley which arrives 11:22 and then proceed to The
Castle Hotel. Please email secretary@edinburghcamra.org.uk if
you wish to make use of the free bus.
(No Branch Meeting in August)
▶▶▶

Staggs – Lothians Pub of the Year

The Bridge Inn – Borders Pub of the Year
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CAMRA Calling
(continued)
Two-Pub Social
7:30pm 7 September
Ryries, Haymarket Terr., then Monty’s, Morrison St.
Branch Social Meeting
2;30pm 17 September
Volunteer Arms, Dunbar (trains allowing)
Branch Social Meeting
2:30pm 22 October
Venue TBC

Whatever Happened To
Edinburgh’s Oyster Bars
Chain?
by Pat Hanson
When reading through some old issues of ‘Pints of View’ dating
from 1996 I was struck by a prominent advertisement for The
Oyster Bars, a chain of six pubs operated by Oyster Bar
Enterprises Ltd. They all sold Oysters Beer (3.8% abv), ‘brewed
in Dunbar’ and probably a Belhaven
product. They also stayed open until
1am and served bar meals from 12 noon
until 10pm, including seafood and
Mexican specialities!
Here are the bars and their current
identities:
•

The Bare Story, Cowgate – now
the Rowantree wedding venue
(incorporating the Caves)

•

The Black Bull Tavern, Leith
Street – still operating under that
name (Belhaven)

•

Leith Oyster Bar, The Shore –
now Innis and Gunn Brewery
Taproom Leith

•

Queen Street Oyster Bar –
now Bramble (part of a small pub
group including Lucky Liquor and
the Last Word)
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Scotland & NI Branches (SNIB) Events
See snib.camra.org.uk/whats-on/events/ for further details.
Quarterly SNIB Meeting
2pm - 4pm, 20 August
Host branch is Glasgow & Western Scotland. Details tbc.

Other Events
Indie Beer Scotland
19 & 20 August
SIBA (the independent brewers’ association) are holding a beer
festival at Murray eld Stadium featuring cask and keg beers
from Scottish SIBA members, plus independent cider and
spirits. Tickets from siba.thundertix.com/events/200579

•

St James Oyster Bar, Calton Road – now Bunker
(Belhaven)

•

West End Oyster Bar, West Maitland Street – now the
Mercat Bar & Kitchen (independent)

Apart from the Rowantree, which is not generally accessible, I
had visited all of these except Bramble, which is a hard-to-spot
speakeasy bar serving a range of cocktails, wines and spirits but
also local canned beer from Pilot and other brewers as well as
Breton cider in bottles.
A recent visit to Bramble brought me into conversation with
Sam, the very helpful bartender. He con rmed that Bramble
had been operating on the site for 16
years; before that it had been a nightclub
for a while after the Oyster Bar era. The
layout had been different in the Oyster
Bar days and somehow a small kitchen
had been wedged into what is now a
seating alcove. However, some food was
also shipped in from the Café Royal –
was there a formal tie-up with what is
now a venue that incorporates one of
Edinburgh’s two remaining Oyster Bars?
(The other is the White Horse
Oyster Bar on the Royal Mile).
Sadly, none of the six venues currently
sells real ale, although there was talk of it
being reintroduced at Bunker a few years
ago. Interestingly, Oyster Bar Enterprises
Ltd is still an active company according
to Companies House.
It is now
recorded as having no staff; there were
81 in 1995 across the six sites, with a
substantial turnover of £2.1 million. The
sole Director is Brian Donkin, who has
been in post for over 34 years!
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Branch Pubs of the Year
2022 Awards
The winners of the 2022 Branch Pub of the Year awards,
announced in February this year, were:
Edinburgh
1st
2nd
3rd

Dreadnought
Roseburn Bar
Stockbridge Tap

Lothian
1st
2nd
3rd

Staggs, Musselburgh
Dean Tavern, Newtongrange
Grey Horse, Balerno

Borders
1st
2nd
3rd

Cross Inn, Paxton
Exchange Bar (Daltons),
Hawick
Hunters Hall, Galashiels

Cider Pub of the Year
Winner Jolly Judge, Edinburgh
(Also voted Scotland & NI Regional
Cider Pub of the Year).
The Dreadnought was voted the
Edinburgh & South East Scotland
Overall Pub of the Year for 2022.
Congratulations to all the winners!

(Top) Adam at the Jolly Judge
accepting the Scotland & NI
Cider Pub of the Year award
from Stuart McMahon and
(middle) the Branch Cider Pub
of the Year award from Karen
Hetherington (Branch Cider
Rep.)
(Left) Roisin and Toby at the
Dreadnought with their
Edinburgh and Overall Pub of
the Year awards.
6
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(Left) Branch Chairman Pat
Hanson presenting Katie at
Staggs with the Lothian Pub of
the Year award.

(Right) Danny and Sean at the
Cross Inn with the Border Pub
of the Year award.

(Left) Pat Hanson presents the
Allanton Inn with their 2022
Branch Real Ale Quality Award
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City Ale Tales
Pub News
We start by looking at some recent developments with six of the
area’s smaller pub companies:
DM Stewart’s Ryrie’s at Haymarket reopened early in 2022
after one of the most impressive refurbishments seen in recent
years. All of the blue paint was removed from the outside and
the interior was decluttered and also lovingly restored. The
upstairs room is now tted out as a stylish cocktail bar. Eight
handpumps are in active use, with most of the real ales being
Scottish. Food is served from 12 until 9pm seven days.
Ryrie's

Meadows Tap
reopen as Foundation later in the summer. We hope that at
least one of the two newly-developed pubs will feature real ale,
as does the Scotsman’s Lounge. It is in fact one of very few
pubs left in Edinburgh that has Deuchars IPA as its sole real ale.
The Green Room in the West End is another case.
Amongst other recent reopenings in Edinburgh the former
Royal McGregor on the Royal Mile is now the Copper
Still, with no real ale. It’s a similar story at St Leonard’s Hill,
where Jeanie Deans Edinburgh (which once had real ale
in its previous guise) is now the Tipsy Midgie, with a strong
emphasis on whisky but also some local canned beers on offer.
The Kenilworth on Rose Street had two reopenings – the
rst was after the exterior had been completely renovated and
then later some interior work was completed, retaining all of
the listed features. Expect to nd up to four real ales at this
Nicholson’s pub.

Bruce Taverns’ Old Town Pub Co has taken over the Canons’
Gait on the Royal Mile from DM Stewart. It had a “soft”
relaunch in June and, we are told, four handpumps by the time it
fully opens by August. Old Town is also developing a new-build
pub called Mackays on the Mile over the road but there is
no news yet about an opening date.
Grant McNeil’s Greenmantle group of pubs (Greenmantle,
Mash Tun, Auld Hoose) has gained a new venue: the
previous Damm27 on Causewayside is now the Meadows
Tap. It currently has no real ale but Grant says that ‘it’s
hopefully something we can do soon’.
Kev McGhee’s small group of pubs (Diggers, Outhouse)
has also seen an addition in the shape of the Earl of
Marchmont. This reopened early in the year with two real
ales on handpump but Kev says that he hopes to be expanding
the range soon.
The team behind St Vincent Bar and Nightcap took on
the High Dive on St Leonards Street in February. This pub
last had real ale about six years ago.
The Cowshed opened in June on the previous site of 52
Canoes Tiki Den just up from the Grassmarket. It’s a sister
pub to the Scotsman’s Lounge and the Kilted Pig in
SouthWest Edinburgh. The latter pub is now closed and is to

fi
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Bittersweet opened in March on the site of the former
Steel Coulson Tap in Henderson Street, Leith. This is
primarily a wine and cocktail aperitivo bar (associated with the
Old Poison Distillery at the Biscuit Factory) but it also carries a
small stock of local canned beers, including the excellent Walkie
Talky range. Glen Dawkins’ Steel Coulson group is also still
working on turning the former Harmonium pub in the same
street into the Vaudeville (with multiple real ales and ciders)
but there is no projected opening date as yet.
Greene King took over the former Lebowski’s pub on
Morrison Street and reopened it in February as the Festival,
thus reverting to its former name. It has three handpumps,
featuring Greene King IPA and other ales. There’s also a ‘secret
garden’, which is now open for the summer. Ryan’s Bar in
the West End, which had already lost its real ale, closed for a
substantial refurbishment in February and had still not
reopened at the time of writing.
Former real ale outlet the Victoria Park Hotel (Gosford
Bar) was reported completely closed in February. Other
North/NorthWest Edinburgh pubs that remain closed include
the Village, Doo’cot and Cramond Inn.
The
Herringbone at Goldenacre has been taken over by the
ambitious Buzzworks pub company, along with its sister pub in
North Berwick and a site in the former toilets/design studio at
the top of Easter Road yet to be opened. The former
McSorley’s on Forrest Road is to become either Ballie
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Ballerson’s or the Ball Pit Bar, depending on which
reports you read. Yes, it has a ball pit on the rst oor!
Real ale has regrettably disappeared from the Rose and
Crown on Rose Street, Froth and Flame, McCowans
(once a venue for CAMRA meetings), Paradise Palms and
The Place in Stockbridge. The Place is run by Edinburgh
Accies and looks out onto the rugby ground. It had only just
been reported as having a Top Out beer on handpump but
seemingly sales did not hold up.
The Stable Bar at Mortonhall was under new management
from January. Planning permission had been granted at the end
of 2021 for a new toilets, an expanded bar area and other
improvements.
Return trays have been in the news again! Claire Gibb has a
new 10-year free of tie lease at Bennets of Morningside
and has had them taken out. The Harbour Inn at Newhaven
is also getting its return trays removed when its beer lines are
renewed shortly. On the other hand, new return trays have
been spotted (but not, of course, disclosed to customers) at
the Artisan, Theatre Royal and Bannerman’s.
In other Edinburgh news:
• The Dreadnought has bought the former Wee Leith
Shop on Leith Walk and is to reopen it as a bottle shop
• Steel Coulson Shore ran a beer and cider festival to
coincide with the Leith Festival in June, featuring over
twenty beers on cask, keg and gravity dispense as well as
eight ciders
• A new planning application was submitted in June for ats
and retail developments on the former Radical Road pub
site. The previous plans had been rejected as being an
overdevelopment. The pub had been shockingly demolished
several years ago on the back of a building warrant
• The ghost of Smithies in Canonmills is hanging on, after a
new detailed planning application to demolish it for housing
was surprisingly withdrawn
• The Tollhouse is due to open in the summer, also at
Canonmills. It promises ‘dining on two levels’ so it looks
like being more of a restaurant than a bar

Steel Coulson Shore Beer & Cider Festival
• The Bow Bar restarted its blind tasting IPA Challenge this
year but the results were not to hand at the time of writing
• One Canon is the new name for One Canonmills. It
had previously been rather slow in bringing back real ale on
its single handpump after the COVID restriction period

Craig Millar
Harbour Inn
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Pub History
Quiz

Can you name the Edinburgh streets and
roads that these Edinburgh public houses
were in?
(answers on page 15)

by Jim Lawrie
1. Dirty Windaes

2. Scots Guards Lounge

4. Darcy’s Bar

3. Edinburgh Bar

5. Pickies

7. Uncle Tom’s Cabin

6. Maridor’s Rendez-vous

8. Symbols
11
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BEER and
LOTHIAN

Yvonne Sinclair of Aye Been Brewing at the
Volunteer Arms beer festival

Pub News
In East Lothian there was a great outcome in Tranent when the
Tower Inn was reopened in February by new lessees Pat
Cairney (of the Linton Hotel and Steakhouse in East
Linton) and Dominic McNeill. Hawthorn Leisure and suitor
pubco Admiral Taverns had previously displayed a total lack of
concern about the future of this historic community pub.
However, a new buyer was found who then let the pub out.
The Tower also sells the only real ale in Tranent, often from
Born brewery, now that Ross High Rugby Club has given it
up. Subsequent licence changes have been agreed which will
make the pub more family-friendly. A related business, The
Tower Kitchen, has been opened in Tranent High Street.
Also in Tranent, the threat to the
Brig Inn of conversion into ats
has nally receded with the
withdrawal after several years of the
planning application.
Caledonian
Heritable has instead decided to
invest in improvements at the pub.
There’s currently only one real ale
pub in the whole of Aberlady and
Longniddry, with Ducks Inn
recently offering a good range of
three real ales.
Another East
Lothian pub that has recently The Tower Inn,Tranent
expanded its real ale offering from
two to three ales is the Auld
Hoose in North Berwick. Like the
nearby Ship Inn it’s now able to
source a wider range of beers
through the SIBA Direct scheme.
Elsewhere in North Berwick,
Caledonian Heritable has not taken
any steps yet towards reopening the
former Golf Hotel. The same
company is, however, making steady
progress on site with the ambitious
refurbishment of the Winton
Arms in Pencaitland, which may be
open at last when you read this,
The bar of the Tower Inn,Tranent
with a new emphasis on food.
Dunbar’s Volunteer Arms put on an excellent Beer Festival
in March, featuring up to 13 real ales on gravity stillage in the
upstairs restaurant and the two downstairs taps. Yvonne
Sinclair from the Aye Been brewery was busy helping out, and
her Fort Point Porter was one of the most popular ales on sale.
Other local brewers represented included Winton, Belhaven
and Stewart. Down the road at the Station Yard another
enterprising beer festival saw parent brewery Winton provide
many of the beers (no real ale, sadly), with a number of guests
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from both sides of the Border, including some new Pilot beers.
Winton’s Tap Room in Haddington is being extended.
Not far away in West Barns No.5 Duke Street nally
reopened after a long period of renovation, without any real
ale, for which you will have to go up the road to Belhaven and a
choice of a couple of ales at the
award-winning Brig & Barrel. The
Goblin Ha’ in Gifford was under
new management from April and
appears to be no longer part of the
Inntuitive Group.
Gullane’s Bonnie Badger has
scooped up more awards: it was one
of only three Scottish pubs in Estrella
Damm’s ‘Top 50 Gastropubs’ in
January and later was declared East
Lothian’s best pub in the National Pub
& Bar Awards, other winners including
the Saltire in Livingston (West
Lothian) and Paper Mill in Lasswade
(Midlothian).
Talking of Midlothian, it appears that
the former Blacksmiths Forge in
Dalkeith, abandoned by JD
We t h e r s p o o n , i s t o b e c o m e
Madison’s at the Forge, a family
restaurant with cask ales promised,
although it has still not opened at the
time of writing. In the meantime,
there is still no real ale in the town at
all, the nearest alternatives being at
the Justinlees Eskbank, Dean
Tavern Newtongrange and Mercat
Whtiecraig.
Mothers in Penicuik now has no real ale. In the same town
the Cuiken Inn has reopened after a period of closure. As
ever, the Navaar House Hotel continues to supply the
local real ale drinkers.
The Bannoc Brewhouse in
Bonnyrigg (previously the Chase Bar) does not actually host
any brewing, but there are hopes that it might one day
introduce real ale as there are connections with the former
McLachlan’s Ale House (now One Canon). Nearby, the
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Laird and Dog continues to sell two or three real ales and is
a nalist in the 2022 hospitality awards.
At the site that was once the Leadburn Inn, planning
permission was granted for a self-catering operation which is
now in business.
In West Lothian (and the outer
reaches of Edinburgh) the Fork
and Field in Mid Calder has
been open since early 2022 but
has no real ale to enjoy in its
beer garden. The former Lime
Kiln in Livingston is the now the
independently-run Boulevard
Grill but it seems to have only
mainstream keg products.
In
West Calder the Railway Inn
is now up for lease after a period
during which real ale availability
had been sketchy.
As always, there are potentially
interesting developments in Hawes Inn, South Queensferry
South Queensferry, where the
former Harry Ramsden’s at the Three Bridges is in
the throes of a substantial re t. There are rumours that
Buzzworks has taken this on but perhaps this is unlikely as they
already have the nearby Scott’s. The Inchcolm Inn has
also changed hands recently.
Up the road under the Forth
Bridge the Hawes Inn has recently reopened after a very

pleasing internal refurbishment. Expect to nd Doom Bar and a
couple of local ales from the likes of Stewart Brewing, as well as
a new Pantry feature on the bar, selling artisan bread, relishes,
preserves, etc.
In Kirkliston the fully refurbished gastropub in the former
Stables Bistro at the Conifox Adventure Park development on
the edge of the town has
reopened recently as the
Fetching Fox. It has, so far,
rather restricted opening hours
and despite an apparent tie-in
with Ferry Brewery there is no
real ale currently. The Bridge
Inn at Ratho has upgraded it
food offering via a new evening
restaurant called Bridge 15.
However, there has been at least
one report of ‘no real ale’ in the
bar, so we hope that they haven’t
taken their eye off the ball.
Finally, the Woodhall Arms in
Currie has been open for just
over six months after a very long
period of closure and building works. It sells a single real ale
but we are lacking rst-hand reports, so please go and visit the
pub and its neighbouring real ale Mecca that is the Riccarton
Inn!
Craig Leith
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From your new
Regional Director
by Stuart McMahon
Do you enjoy real ale and like to support local pubs? I’ve just
taken over as the new Regional Director for CAMRA’s
Scotland and Northern Ireland Branches (SNIB) and that is
partly how I’ve landed in this role.
Firstly, I must extend my thanks to my predecessor Joe
Crawford for managing the role during what has been some
unprecedented times for us all - the meeting back in February
in Houston, where I was elected as the new Regional Director
was actually Joe’s rst, and last, physical Regional meeting with
all others being held virtually during his tenure.
I rst became a member of CAMRA 20 years ago at the
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in Troon, having been a regular
attender at the Ayrshire, Paisley and Glasgow festivals prior to
that. After joining social media and Facebook around 2010, I
was asked what I did for a living – graphic design – and the next
year I produced the Ayrshire festival logo. Shortly afterwards I
was asked to be the editor of the Ayrshire and Wigtownshire
branch’s magazine “Full Pints” - a role that
I’m still doing today and which has seen
the magazine win numerous awards
including Best CAMRA Magazine in
Britain twice.
Through this work and my support for
other CAMRA campaigns and events
such as the Scottish Real Ale Festival and
the 40th Anniversary of CAMRA in
Scotland I was also awarded CAMRA’s
Scottish Volunteer of the Year award in
2018. To round things off I was also on
the organising committee for the highly
successful Members’ Weekend held in Dundee in 2019.
So, that’s enough about me. I’d like to encourage you all to
become more active within CAMRA and support your branch
in some way if you don’t already do so. Some branches are
really struggling to function due to lack of volunteers, and as
CAMRA members we really need to support our beleaguered
pubs and breweries if they are to remain in business.
Some branch tasks are pretty simple - why not visit your local
pub and offer to survey it whilst having a pint with friends checking that existing details held on le are up to date. Your
branch pubs’ of cer will be glad of some extra help with that
task. You can also easily score the real ales you drink using
WhatPub.com, which the branch will then use to help select
pubs for inclusion in the Good Beer Guide. Maybe even take
some photos of the pubs you visit and send them to the
branch.
Other areas of support could be organising socials, monitoring
local or national political campaigns or planning applications, or

even becoming a voice for transport issues. See camra.org.uk/
about/work-with-us/volunteer-with-camra/ for full range of
volunteering roles. CAMRA is often seen as being a drinking
club for old, bearded men. It is far from it – CAMRA now
supports all types of pubs and clubs as being important for our
social wellbeing, all kinds of live beer, real cider and perry in
various packaged formats, and is providing a huge amount of
educational materials for us all - check out the Learn &
Discover section on the national website. If you have any
comments about CAMRA’s aims I’d like to hear your thoughts,
member or not - my email address is at the end of this article.
My rst few months as Regional Director have had a relatively
gentle start, which I’ve now jinxed! I’ve attended, or am about
to attend, branch AGMs in Glasgow, Ayr, Edinburgh and
Dumfries. I’ve also judged the nominated pubs for Scottish
Cider Pub of the Year (does anyone fancy becoming the
Regional Cider Coordinator - we really need someone in that
role!). I had my rst Regional SNIB meeting in Inverness at the
start of May, quickly followed by a national Branches
Committee down in Derby, made up of all the 16 Regional
Directors from around the UK – it was good to nally meet
them in person. And I’m also going to be sitting on the
Campaigning Awards Committee which oversees all the awards
and processes for things like Pub of the Year and Champion
Beer of Britain, to smaller, but no less important, awards such as
Parliamentarian of the Year, or the Pub Design Awards.
Within our area, I appreciate that things are not quite back to
normal yet, but they are generally
improving. Pub closures or removal of
real ale appears to be variable across the
country - within my own Branch in
Ayrshire & Wigtownshire there’s only
been a couple of losses, whereas in the
Glasgow & West of Scotland Branch
there has been a much higher number.
And many pubs have reduced the number
of real ales they sell. We’ve recently had a
major brewery close due to nancial
problems (Fallen Brewery) and I fear that
others may follow soon if they don’t get
the vital business support they need – but the number of active
breweries in Scotland is still at an all-time high.
We recently had the Tied Pubs (Scotland) Act work its way
through the Scottish Parliament, with the Scottish Pubs Code
Part 2 consultation on nancial penalties and fees & expenses
for arbitration having just taken place – CAMRA has provided
comments on it without input from myself and other
colleagues, but on the whole we are fairly supportive of all the
proposals that are being considered at this stage. All being well,
the Scottish Pubs Code should be introduced later this year, or
early next year. The political scene in Northern Ireland is still
unknown despite the recent Assembly elections, and progress
on reforming their licensing laws remains a challenging priority.
Finally, it’s great to note that a few major CAMRA festivals are
restarting - Glasgow (GRAF) in June, Ayrshire (Troon) in
October and Alloa in November – please support them, or
maybe even volunteer at them – after all that’s how I became
involved with CAMRA!
rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
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NAVAAR HOUSE HOTEL
and the
'TARTAN CUDDIES'

Brewing in
North Berwick
and Dunbar

by Ron Elder

by Pat Hanson

James Cossar Ewart, Regius Professor of Natural History at the
University of Edinburgh, built two properties in Bog Road,
Penicuik. The rst, Craigiebield House, was completed in 1885,
and the second, The Bungalow, in 1895.

In East Lothian as a whole the brewing industry is undergoing
something of a revival at present, with active breweries in
Musselburgh, Prestonpans, Haddington, West Barns and
Belhaven. There is also the prospect of brewing commencing at
Whitecraig. However, there are no active breweries in Dunbar
or North Berwick, but this was not always the case…

The Bungalow, now known as the Navaar House Hotel, was
used by Professor Ewart as his experimental research station,
and was where he conducted his world famous 'Penycuik
Experiments' from 1895 until 1899. These experiments
researched the practical bene ts of animal cross-breeding notably zebra hybrids for transport and artillery use
throughout the empire. These hybrids were affectionally known
as 'tartan cuddies' by the Penicuik locals. In the absence of zoos
at that time, these exotic animals proved to be popular, and to
meet this demand, the research station opened to the general
public with 2/- (10p) excursion rail tickets from Edinburgh,
which included admission to the grounds and afternoon tea
amongst the animals!

In North Berwick the Westgate Brewery (on the south side
of Westgate) dated from around 1800 and was substantially
expanded and modernised in the 1860s by Charles
Cunningham. Further improvements from around 1870 saw
the introduction of refrigerators, steam engine, coolers and
modern equipment including a bottling machine by Haswell’s.
New dray carts and horses were also purchased.
The brewery operated successfully until 1877, when Charles
died at nearby Athelstaneford; shortly afterwards the whole of
the brewery plant, drays and carts (as well as two cart horses,
‘one very valuable’) was put up for sale by James Brand,
Auctioneer, in North Berwick.
In Dunbar over twenty breweries were established in the 17th
and 18th centuries, although little is known about them. Several
were operated by ‘farmers and brewers’. The Dawell Brae
brewery closed in 1825 and thereafter the principal brewery
was John Brown’s Shore Brewery. By the 1840s it was the only
remaining brewery in Dunbar and later became known as the
Dunbar Brewery.
After closure in the late 1850s the brewery and associated
house were sold but the disposal of the equipment and utensils
did not take place until 1865 (again under the hammer of James
Brand). Several of Dunbar’s public houses had now chosen to
obtain their beer from William Steel’s brewery at West Barns
(his older brother was James Steel, a partner in Steel Coulson
at the Croft-an-Righ brewery in Edinburgh).
Adapted by Pat Hanson from Jim Lawrie’s copyright material, with
permission

Quiz Answers
Recognition of Professor Ewart's work at The Bungalow was
made on 19th May with the unveiling of a commemorative
plaque on the wall of the Navaar House Hotel. This early
experimental work done in Penicuik helped to establish
Edinburgh as a leading centre of current animal breeding and
genetics research.
Thanks to Clare Button, whose research into Professor Ewart's
papers held at Edinburgh University brought this recognition
project to a successful conclusion.

(from page 11)
1. Dirty Windaes
2. Scots Guards Lounge
3. Edinburgh Bar
4. Darcy's Bar
5. Pickies
6. Maridor’s
7. Uncle Tom's Cabin
8. Symbols

Queen Charlotte St, Leith
Joppa Pans
Clerk Street
Newington Road
Piershill Place
Albany Street
Grassmarket
Earl Grey Street
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INN the
BORDERS
Pub News
Congratulation to Steve Anderson and his team for reopening
the Queens Head in Hawick early in May after a ten-year
closure. During the lengthy renovation many of its original
features have been retained and there is now an upstairs
cocktail lounge. Expect to nd real ales from Born, Tempest
and Borderlands, amongst others, on the three handpumps. It’s
situated right next to Hawick Town Hall on the High Street.
A few miles away in Selkirk real ale has happily returned to the
town with the reopening of the Heatherlie House Hotel
after a full renovation lasting several years and the
reinstatement of the bar. The hotel bar is initially open to nonresidents Thursday to Sunday and the real ale is Tempest Pale
Armadillo.
In the same general area the Cross Keys in Lilliesleaf has now
transitioned back to a pub, having originally been reopened as a
café.

The Queen’s Head, Hawick
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AyrshireRealAleFestival
@TroonBeerFest

A L E F E S TI V

real ale | cider | perry
wine | gin bar | live music | food

Scotland’s largest cask ale festival
featuring over 150 different ales
and 30 real ciders and perries
Ticket information and opening times
will be available soon on our website
and social media
Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale
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The Allanton Inn held a beer festival on Fathers’ Day in
June, featuring eight real ales (six on stillage in the garden) from
Born, Cheviot, Fyne Ales and Aye Been. In neighbouring
Chirnside the Waterloo Arms has been put up for sale by
the village consortium that owns the pub. The building has a ‘C’
listing. The First and Last beside the A1 at Burnmouth
suffered very severe storm damage to its conservatory during
Storm Arwen in November and will be closed for the
foreseeable future.
In other Borders news:
•

The closed Tower Hotel in Oxton changed hands again
in July and the new owners hope to start refurbishment in
the near future.

Heatherlie House Hotel, Selkirk
The former Mill House in Galashiels has reopened as the
Braw Bear, with some craft keg beers but no real ale.
Elsewhere in Gala the Harrow is being done up inside but a
tenant is still being sought. It looks likely to be a food-led
operation. In nearby Stow the Community Trust is still looking
for a permanent tenant for the renovated Station House,
where a number of weekend pop-up events have been taking
place.
The Fisherman’s Arms in Birgham is now open four days a
week and is selling real ale from Belhaven. Greene King and
Fyne Ales. Along the road in Coldstream, Punch Taverns have
been given planning permission to erect a pergola in the pub
garden of the Besom in place of the current awning. The
Plough Inn at Leitholm was awarded ‘Most Welcoming Village
Inn’ in LuxLife’s sixth annual Restaurant and Bar Awards in
March.

Stillage at the Allanton Inn Beer Festival

Please note: our Pub News columns sadly cannot
mention every real ale pub in the branch area in
every issue. If you have some news about your
pub you’d like us to share in the next issue, please
get in touch (contact details on p2).
For more up-to-date information on all real ales
pubs in the branch area and beyond, please see
WhatPub.com.

The beer range at Rutherford’s, Kelso
•

The Black Bull in Duns was sold at the turn of the year
by the Turner family and was due to reopen as a pub and
hotel by Easter 2022. However, there have been delays and
no new date has yet been published.

•

There has been a planning application to turn the closed
Tweedside Hotel in Innerleithen into ats.

•

There is currently no real ale in Earlston – the Red Lion
had been taken over by new owners in May 2021 but they
are still planning to bring back real ale after building
upgrades have been completed.

•

The Carters Rest in Jedburgh gave up real ale during
COVID restrictions but has not reintroduced it so far. The
Exchange (Canon) has therefore reverted to being the
only real ale outlet in the town.

•

The Allan Ramsay in Carlops, which was closed in
Autumn 2021 and the ttings sold off, is still standing and
has not so far been the subject of any planning application.

•

In West Linton the Gordon Arms now incorporates the
former Old Bakehouse catering operation. An extensive
new decking area was commissioned in the Spring.

Grant S House
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PUB COMPANIES
part 2

THE CURRENT PUB
COMPANY SCENE

Hawthorn pubs from property
estate to over 1,500.

rm New River taking the

Admiral’s pubs are all tenanted or leased and tend to be wetled community operations. It has a relatively good reputation in
the trade though there’s certainly no aversion to ogging off
pubs as ‘development opportunities’.
Star Pubs & Bars

by Paul Ainsworth
A pub company is simply a company that owns pubs and there
are literally hundreds of them, many with only a handful or even
just one pub. We’ll concentrate here, though, on the bigger
companies who, between them, own over half the country’s
pubs.
Stonegate
Founded in 2010 with the purchase of 333 pubs from Mitchells
& Butlers, Stonegate grew quite slowly over the next ten years,
making a series of acquisitions including brands like Slug &
Lettuce, Walkabout and Be At One, until its pub numbers
totalled 765. All the pubs were managed houses. A seismic
change came in 2020 when Ei Group was bought for £1.27bn,
making Stonegate the largest pub company in the UK with
1,270 managed pubs and, as a result of the Ei purchase, 3,200
leased and tenanted businesses.
Ei itself had been founded, as Enterprise Inns, in 1991, initially
with 333 pubs from Bass. The company built up its estate,
gaining 2,200 pubs in batches by buying them from other
companies or taking them over. In 2002, 1,864 pubs were
bought from Whitbread and in 2004, 4,054 from Unique. By this
time, it owned nearly 10,000 pubs and was in the FTSE 100 list
of top companies. However, it was loaded with debt and the
2008 nancial crash required a good deal of retrenchment. Ei
also started building up its managed estate, including pubs on
retail agreements under the Craft Union brand (we’ll look at
this operating model in the next article). By the time of the sale,
it was down to fewer than 4,000 pubs.
Punch Taverns
The rst article included a brief history of Punch to illustrate
the volatility around pubco development. In summary, it grew
quickly to around 8,000 pubs, suffered under the crash, sold a
lot of pubs including its managed division and was taken over in
2016. 1,900 pubs went to Heineken and 1,300 to Patron
Capital, who retain the Punch brand. At takeover time, all pubs
were leased or tenanted but it’s also now pushing retail
agreements (which it calls Management Partnerships). Some
pubs were sold but in June 2021 it announced the purchase of
Youngs’ tenanted division, bringing the current total to 1,282.
Admiral Taverns
Admiral was founded in 2003 by two families and grew quickly
to 2,300 pubs by 2007. Many of these were ‘bottom end’
houses disposed of by other pub companies. The nancial crash
had the usual consequences for over-extended businesses and
numbers were down to 1,700 by 2011 and continued to fall. By
2017 it was in the hands of Cerberus Capital Management who
sold up to a joint venture by Magners cider-makers C&C
Group and estate investor Proprium Capital Partners, by which
time there were 845 pubs. The acquisition trail was hit in 2019
with 137 pubs coming from Marstons and 150 from Heineken.
The big one arrived in July 2021 when Admiral bought 674

In 1995, Scottish & Newcastle, one of the original ‘Big Six’
breweries, bought another of them, Courage, making the
combined group Britain’s biggest brewer. By 2011, the pub arm,
then known as S&N Pub Co, had 1,500 tenanted pubs and 600
in management. Come 2008, Scottish Courage was gobbled up
by international brewer Heineken and the pub business
rebranded as Star Pubs & Bars. Many pubs were sold but then,
in 2017, as previously mentioned, 1,900 were snapped up from
Punch. Again there were disposals and the estate currently
stands at 2,500.
Star vigorously promote their retail agreement scheme, Just
Add Talent. In 2020, it was ned £2m for breaches of the Pubs
Code (which we’ll cover in a later article)
Greene King
In 1995, Greene King was a long-established family brewer with
900 pubs, nearly all in East Anglia and the South-East. It then
embarked on a ferocious acquisition trail, swallowing up many
breweries (the likes of Morlands, Belhaven, Morrells and Hardy
& Hanson) and other pub companies. GK itself is now owned
by a billionaire Hong Kong property developer. It has some
3,100 pubs, restaurants and hotels, of which 1,200 are tenanted
or leased. Its strategy seems to be to move in the managed
direction and the ‘Pub Ready’ retail agreements are pushed
hard. GK was once renowned for not letting other people’s
beers in its pubs but now have a more enlightened attitude.
Marston’s
The company was known as Wolverhampton & Dudley until
2007 when it rebranded as Marston’s, one of the many
breweries it had taken over in recent years. At that time, 2,500
pubs were owned but the total is now down to 1,400. The
tenanted estate, in particular, has been reduced through sales
such as 200 to New River in 2013 and 137 to Admiral in 2019.
In late 2020, the company took on the running of 156 Brains
pubs in Wales. Also that year, Marston’s merged its brewing
operations with Carlsberg but this does not directly affect the
pub business.
Mitchells and Butlers
Formed originally out of the old Bass estate, M&B have 1,650
pubs and restaurants. The multitudinous brands include Ember
Inns, Toby Carveries, Nicholsons and All Bar One – as can be
seen, the emphasis is on food. Pubs are mostly managed though
around 50 are on a lease arrangement.
J D Wetherspoon
Since opening its rst pub in 1979, ‘Spoons has expanded to
925 pubs and 50 hotels, all managed. Plans for 18 new pubs are
in the pipeline,
Wellington
Owned by the billionaire Reuben Brothers, the company leases
all its 850 pubs on a free of tie basis.
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News
of the

Brews
Brewery Update
Alechemy Brewing
Alechemy has settled in to new premises at Rennie Square on
Bruce eld Industrial Park in Livingston and has now
commenced brewing there. The cask ale range will include
Charisma (3.7% abv), Ritual (4.1%), Seventy /- (3.8%), Bad Day at
the Of ce (4.5%), 10 Storey Malt Bomb (4.5%) and Arcana
(5.0%). Bottling for other breweries in the Consolidated Craft
Breweries group also takes place at Alechemy.

whatpub.com
Featuring over 35,000 real ale pubs

Alechemy’s new brewery

Thousands of pubs at your fingertips!

Bell eld Brewery

The Eyemouth brewery has continued to launch new real ales,
including Spring Tide (3.8% abv), a premium pale ale, and Reiver
Pale with a target abv of 5.2 – 5.3%. Aye Been Fort Point
Porter is a regular dark beer at Stagg’s in Musselburgh. There
are popular monthly Tap Days at the Eyemouth site which also
feature Monkey House cider from Berwick-upon-Tweed.

In April Bell eld launched a new lager, the 4.4% abv Vienna
Secession Lager, described as ‘ oral and biscuity’. Daft Days
Porter won Gold in the Free From Food Awards in the same
month. Bell eld’s rst ever collaboration is with Triple Point – a
5.2% hazy IPA. Mather’s on Broughton Street now has a
dedicated Bell eld cask line. Bell eld is also helping to secure a
future for ospreys – Osprey Platform IPA (4.2%) will be funding
a new platform in a group of tall conifers in an undisclosed
location.

Barney’s Beer

Bier Edinburgh

Barney’s will have been based at Summerhall for 10 years in
2022, although no special events have been planned so far.
Along with the Pitt St Market, the brewery also runs the
Bull nch pub in Leith, where there are usually a handful of
Barney’s keg beers along with one on cask. Cask ale can also
be found in the Royal Dick beside the brewery and
occasionally in Cloisters or the Barony. A barrel-aging
project is well under way and initial bottlings are likely to be
released later in 2022.

After a lengthy period with little or no brewing, the
microbrewery based at the Keller Taproom just off
Broughton Street launched an IPA in May.

Aye Been Brewing

Belhaven Brewery
The abv of Belhaven 80/- has been somewhat controversially
reduced to 3.9%. Is it really still an 80/- beer? Belhaven is likely
to be a major bene ciary of the closure of Caledonian Brewery
if it happens (we of course hope that it doesn’t), with Deuchars
IPA and some keg products set to be brewed there under
contract.

Born Brewery
While Born Blonde and Born Amber continue to be the staple
brews as footfall con dence returns, Born IPA has become very
popular and is now available in cask more often as well as the
bottled version. The Visitor Centre near Jedburgh continues to
be a popular attraction with the shop, the restaurant and
brewery tours now available again, as well as visits to the
Lilliard gin distillery..
Broughton Ales
Broughton announced in April that they had joined the
Consolidated Craft Breweries group. A spokesperson for CCB
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said: ‘With breweries in the Scottish Borders, Central Scotland
and Speyside, we look forward to seeing craft and cask beer at
more pubs and festivals and more people buying local beers
online and in retail outlets’.
Brulo
This no-alcohol brewery used to be branded as ‘Coast’. It is
based in Haymarket Terrace in Edinburgh but it’s most unlikely
to be brewing at that site. Brulo has a wide range of canned
beers and the beers are also now available in keg format.
Caledonian Brewery
See the coverage on page 3 of the shocking plans by Heineken
UK to close down the historic Caledonian Brewery in
Edinburgh.
Campervan Brewery
Campervan made a rare excursion into real ale for their fth
birthday in May, brewing the 4.5% abv Hoppy Camper. As well
as the Jane St Campervan Tap
Room, it could be found at the The Caledonian Brewery
Stockbridge Tap, Abbotsford
and other outlets. A new collaboration
with Abbeydale brewer y saw a
mandarin, black lime and ginger Gosestyle beer called Trinity brewed at the
Leith site.

Edinburgh Beer Factory
The 1122nd and last brew at Sighthill was completed in
February before the move to West Barns got under way. By
late May EBF was in the process of commissioning the brewery.
There may be a tap room on the new site in the future but it is
not part of current plans.
Elixir Brew Co.
The Elixir name arose from the dead again in April, with the
launch at the Bow Bar of the 2022 version of ANZAC Biscuit
Ale in collaboration with Fallen. There was also a 10% abv
Imperial version. Sadly it was the last-ever brew for Fallen,
which had just announced its closure.
Faking Bad Brewery
Goth Black Scottish Stout was on sale again at the host Goth
pub early in the year. Its abv has now been increased to 4.8%.
The latest version of Buckminsterfruiterene (5.2% wheat beer)
was on sale at the Goth in June.
Ferry Brewery
Ferry was refused permission for
expansion at its small Ferry Beer
Shop in the centre of South
Queensferry, following an objection
from a neighbour. The nearby Stag
Head Hotel is another regular
outlet for Ferry real ale.

Cold Town Beer
Plans were approved in February for an
extension to house a new warehouse
and visitor centre/shop at the Dunedin
Street brewery site. Cold Town’s latest
beer is Taking the Pith (5.9% abv),
which is said to have marmalade notes
from dried orange peel and a soft, spicy
nish.

Freewheelin’ Brewery Co.
The brewery’s beer made a rare
appearance in Edinburgh early in 2022,
with their 4.2% abv Stout being
spotted at the Portobello Tap.
Jump Ship Brewing
The prizewinning low-alcohol brewery’s beer range was
increased early in 2022 by the addition of Stoker’s Stout.

Cross Borders Brewing Co.
Bill’s Beer returned for the 2022 Six Nations season at 3.9%
abv (a golden ale on draught only). Collaborations took place
with Dramfool casks, Yeastie Boys and Marble, the latter
producing a 6.4% spiced pomegranate sour which was launched
at the Eskbank Tap Room in June. A Hazelnut Stout (4.8%) was
brewed with the team from the Old Eastway Tap, where it
was launched.
Durty Brewing
Planning permission was granted in March for a former retail
unit at 4 Traquair Road, Innerleithen, to be converted into a
craft beer kitchen, tap room and visitor centre by Paul McGreal
and Gordon Donald, founders of Durty Brewing. The brewing
facility on site will be quite small, brewing once per week, with
the main brewing production for Durty being in ‘another offsite location elsewhere’. Three beers, ranging in abv from 3.8%
to 4.8%, were said to be going into production in May, with an
online shop to follow.

Moonwake Beer Co.
The Leith brewery has now added an outside seating area to its
taproom. The 7.4% abv Baltic Porter had its rst pour at the
Old Eastway Tap in January. Moonwake collaborated with
Varvar brewery from Ukraine in May and also launched a new
NEIPA nationwide in June for their rst birthday. Moonwake
won a 2022 SIBA Award for ‘Best Concept Design’.
Natural Selection Brewing
The annual project run by Heriot-Watt students in conjunction
with Stewart Brewing saw its 2022 brew, Buck Wild (4.5% abv)
launch at Leith Arches at the end of June. The team had
warmed up by producing Buck Up, seen on the taps at
Cloisters.
Newbarns Brewery
Newbarns branched out into real ale this year, with the 3% abv
Table Beer being the rst to launch in January at the ▶ ▶ ▶
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News of the Brews

Canny Man’s. A trial batch of Stowt (a stout!) was being
brewed in April.
Tartan Shark Brewing

(continued)
Jolly Judge, Dreadnought and Old Eastway Tap
initially. Further releases saw cask versions of Pale Ale (4.8%)
and Stout (5%) appearing in further pubs such as Monty’s,
Teuchters, Nobles, Malt & Hops and the Black Cat.
Newbarns has also been busy with collaborations involving
Donzoko (which already brews on the Newbarns site), Burnt
Mill, Beer without Beards, Stigbergets and Left Handed Giant.

This North Edinburgh nanobrewery produced its rst new
beer for a long time at the end of 2021 – Green Finger (5.5%
abv green-hopped pale ale in cans). Blasphemy, a 4.1% Kolsch
keg lager, featured as part of the Steel Coulson Shore beer
festival in June.

Newt Brew

A new cask ale release in April was The Quickening (4.1% abv),
a hazy session pale on sale at Cobbles in Kelso and elsewhere.
By June the standard cask range included Golden Hour (4.2%
dry hopped pale ale) as well as the established Pale Armadillo
and Long White Cloud.

The Musselburgh organic microbrewer’s rst cask ale, Bavarian
Pale (4.2% abv) appeared at the Dreadnought, Blue
Blazer and elsewhere in March. This was followed by Organic
Pale Ale (5%). Other Newt Brew real ale
outlets have included the Guildford
Arms, Portobello Tap, Windsor Newt Brew’s Bavarian Pale
and Abbotsford, with the bottled beer
also available at Leith Depot,
Jeremiah’s Taproom and a number
of bottle shops.

Tempest Brewing Co.

Top Out Brewery
Two new 2000L tanks were delivered to
the brewery in April. A new 4.4% abv
beer called Arthur’s Seat was on sale on
cask at the June Tap Session at Top Out.

Otherworld Brewing

Traquair House

The rst cans appeared at Cornelius
and other shops and bars in February.
These included a smoked Scottish lager
(5.5% abv), an apricot sour (6.1%) and a
New England sour (4%). In March Lost
in Leith was featuring Otherworld
beers on keg.

The Neidpath Inn in Peebles has
recently had Traquair’s Stuart Ale on cask
as well as Bear Ale and Jacobite Ale in
bottles. Traquair says that they have not
given up on the Traquair Arms in
Innerleithen yet, even though the pub
stopped selling cask Bear Ale some time
ago.

Pilot Beer

Vault City Brewing

Pilot beer in cask? Jesus Cask Almighty
was recently on sale at the Hanging Bat
as a Pilot collaboration with the Hanging
Bat Brew Co.
Stewart Brewing
Stewart’s recent cask specials have been Citra Blonde, a 4%
Session Pale and Resist Ukrainian Anti-Imperialist Stout, one
Stewart’s strongest cask beers for a while at 5.8% abv. Many
different beers keep appearing in can and keg format. Examples
in the Project 7 range are Cranachan, a 5.2% raspberry, honey
and vanilla pale and Clara Rosa, a 6.7% double dry hopped
NEIPA relaunched on International Women’s Day.
The brewery have now taken over the upper circle bar at the
Festival theatre but appear to be just selling bottled and canned
beers. Their canned beers are also now available on Jet2 ights.
Also they are sponsoring a meadow along with Seilich
Botanicals and the team helped with the sowing.
Stow Brewery
Dhu Brew Red Ale (4.1% abv) and IPA (3.8%) were launched in
January and eventually found their way into a large number of
bars in cask format, including Diggers, Teuchters,
Windsor, Bridge Inn (Peebles), Cambridge Bar and

The brewery opened a new taproom
and bar, Porty Vault on the8th July at
the former Skylark site in Portobello.
A new core beer range launch took
place in May in 200 bars across the UK, including the Hanging
Bat, Cloisters and Roseleaf.
Walkie Talky Brewing Co.
A cask pilsner (brewed at Campervan) has been on sale at the
Mercat in Whitecraig. The brewery has also moved its of ce
address to the pub and would like to establish its production
there once the funds have been obtained for the Mercat’s
expansion.
Winton Brewery
Winton is having a busy year already, with successful
appearances at major events including Midstock at Dalkeith and
the Beltie Beer Festival in Dumfries. The beer range has
improved signi cantly over the last few years and Head Brewer
Liam has also been brewing ‘Wan Chance’ specials. The
brewery tap room in Haddington is open every weekend.
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Discover
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/
10reasons

From
as little as

£28.50*

a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!
Includes
£30†
Real Ale
Cider & Perry
Vouchers

CAMRA Membership is for you!
We’re leading the fight to keep pubs alive and thriving
in every community, serving quality ales and ciders.
We offer you fantastic benefits and everything you need
to find the perfect pint and pub – anytime, anywhere.

Find out more

camra.org.uk/joinup
*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at 1 July 2021. Concessionary rates available. Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates
†Joint members receive £40 worth of vouchers.
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admin@scotiawelding.co.uk
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